
Mass Schedule / Scripture Readings / Intentions/ Minist ry  Par ticipants   

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 17, 2017 

Website: ctkspencer.net 
Church address: 208 S. LaSalle St. 

Monday - December 18, 2017 *  Communion Service @ 8:30 am * Jer  23: 5-8 * Mt 1: 18-25                                                                  

Tuesday -  December 19, 2017  * Mass @ 8:30 am * Jgs 13: 2-7, 24-25 * Lk 1: 5-25 * Mass Intention: + Dorothy Oelrich                                                                              

Wednesday - December 20, 2017 *  Communion Service @ 8:30 am * Is 7: 10-14 * Lk 1: 26-38                                                 

Thursday - December 21, 2017 * Mass @ 8:30 am * Sg 2: 5-14 * Lk 1: 39-45 * Mass Intention:  + Ralph Pescinski & Elmer Lausier                                                                           

Friday - December 22, 2017 * Communion Service @ 8:30 am * 1 Sm 1: 24-28 * Lk 1: 46-56                                                    

******************************************************************************************************* 

Saturday - December 23, 2017  * 4 p.m. Mass     Readings: Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24 * Lk 1: 57-66 

Mass Intention: + Marion Fischer   

Lector: Lar ry Schultz 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  Shelly Schultz * Volunteer Needed  * Volunteer Needed 

Servers: Needed and Alex Wolf  Crucifix Bearer: Needed 

Ministers of Welcome: J im and Laur ie Doepke 

************************************************************************************************************* 

Sunday – December 24, 2017 * 8 a.m. Mass     * Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Readings: 2 Sm 7: 1-5, 8-12, 14,16 * Rom 16: 25-27 * Lk 1: 26-38   

Mass Intention: Christ the King and St John Parish Families     

Lector: Viv Gamble 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Doreen Heber t * Deb Mlsna * Volunteer Needed 

Servers: Becca and Alexis Mlsna  Crucifix Bearer: Ken Williams 

Minister of Welcome: David and Steven Heber t 

*************************************************************************************************************          

Sunday - December 24, 2017 * 10 a.m. Mass    * Fourth  Sunday of Advent  

Readings: 2 Sm 7: 1-5, 8-12, 14,16 * Rom 16: 25-27 * Lk 1: 26-38    

Mass Intention: Mass Of Thanksgiving (R/F)                       

Lector: Rita Austin 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  Rita Austin * Sharon Kobs * Volunteer Needed      

Servers: Nathan Rucker  and Needed   Crucifix Bearer: Needed 

Ministers of Welcome: Diane Lang and Sharon Rollins 

 

 

  
 



Baptism.. Expectant parents are to par ticipate in the Baptism 

preparation program offered in February, June and October.  The 

Baptisms are then scheduled for the second and fourth Sundays of the 

month, after the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

Marriage.. Arrangements must be made at least six months in 

advance by contacting the parish pastor.  

Anointing of the Sick..   (which was known as Extreme Unction or 

Last Rites) has taken a different connotation since The Second Vatican 

Council.  The sacrament is celebrated not only for those who are dying, 

but to those preparing for major surgery, the aged, and the sick.  It is 

time for the Church to pray for and with those who are ill and anoint 

them with oil.  The proper celebrant of this sacrament is a priest. Those 

who desire to receive this sacrament are to contact Fr. Martin,  

in advance. 

Penance . .    Saturday afternoon 3:15 p.m. until 3:45 p.m. 

                      or by appointment  

As members of God’s family, Christ the King Parish will always be a 

welcoming community that comforts, shares its Catholic faith, and 

inspires others. 

First Sunday…  Joan Meyer 

Second Sunday…    Barb Ward 

Third Sunday… Sue Mews 

Fourth Sunday… Deacon Jeff and Rita Austin  

Fifth Sunday… Shelly Schultz 

Sue Kappel (substitute) 

Rosie Frank (substitute) 

Jack and  Kris Franklin (substitute) 

Sue Strebe (substitute)  

 Christ the King Parish  

Email address: ck_spencer@frontier.com 

Parish  Office Address: 107 East Wendell St. 

Church Building address: 208 South LaSalle St.  

Praised be Jesus Christ!  I heard recently that there are 
roughly 18,000 Catholic parishes in the U.S.  Our own Dio-
cese of La Crosse has 161 parishes (down from 165, due to 
mergers).  Speaking of Dioceses, there are 197 in the US, of 
which 32 are Archdioceses.  If you’re enjoying this statistical 
glance at the Catholic Church, then you’ll be happy to know 
there are 83 minor Basilicas in the U.S., 2 of them being 
Holy Hill and Saint Josaphat in Milwaukee.  Moving right 
along, did you know that the number of priests in the U.S. 
dropped from nearly 59,000 in 1965 to about 37,000 in 
2016?  And that’s nothing when you consider that there 
were nearly 180,000 Sisters in 1965 compared to the 47,000 
we have today.  The decline in vocations is a significant 
challenge and this is complicated by the very wonderful fact 
that we have more Catholics to serve (c. 48 million in 1965 
compared to 74 million today).  Something that we have 
seen here is more parishes without a resident priest – Christ 
the King last had a resident pastor in 1996.  God willing, all 
of this information whets your appetite for more and you’ve 
now decided to purchase a sesquicentennial book.  We or-
dered 315 of these and it’s up to you to prove that this was a 
prophetic number in that we are able to sell every last one of 
them.  It’s an extraordinarily handsome book that is full of 
beautiful pictures, not to mention great prose that tells of the 
miracles of faith and God’s love in our Diocese over the past 
150 years.  As you know, I’ve made it a hobby to visit as 
many of the parishes in our Diocese as I can and I’m down 
to just 3 parishes left.  For those of you who have much 
more normal hobbies, you can virtually visit every parish in 
the Diocese just by purchasing the book – every parish has 
a double-page spread!  As the Roman poet Cicero once put 
it, “To be ignorant of the past is to remain always a child.”  
Or maybe you prefer the philosopher George Santayana, 
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it.”  If you buy a 150th anniversary book, never again 
will you have to worry about anyone exposing your igno-
rance of the past.  And for only $33.00 you’ll have a gift that 
keeps on giving (I will re-gift mine after a year or so – just in 
time for the 151st anniversary of the Diocese).  Now to come 
full circle, the book will make it clear that we stand on the 
shoulders of giants.  Gone are the days when poor people 
built churches and the faith was much more central to peo-
ples’ lives (Mass attendance has dropped from nearly 50% 
of Catholics in 1965 to 22% today).  One suspects that the 
life of sacrifice and hard work made people more disposed 
to the reality of God and His Providence.  And while it’s inac-
curate to compare different eras, suffice it to say that times 
have changed and the challenges to preaching and living 
the Gospel are as formidable as ever.  Thank God that the 
genius of our Catholic faith is its ability to flourish in times of 
adversity.  As Saint Thomas More put it, “No time is so cor-
rupt in which a saint could not thrive.”  And so our faith in-
spires us to “put out into the deep” and cooperate with God’s 
will so that souls may be saved.  Yes, we are asked to do 
more with less, but so it was for our ancestors, and so it will 
always be for those who set out on the straight and narrow 
way of the cross.  So get down on your knees and pray, oh, 
and dig into your purse and fork over the 33 bucks! 

 
May God grant you the joy of the Gospel as we celebrate 
Gaudete Sunday! 

 
Your friend in Christ, 
Father Martin 

From the Desk of : Father Samuel Martin 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND AREA EVENTS 

2018 Contribution envelopes have been placed in church for 

you to pick up as soon as possible. They are not mailed out as to 

save  money in postage for the parish 

Eternal Rest + Grant unto: 

Clarence L Aumann * December 7, 2017  

Parishioners of Christ the King * there is an “URGENT” need 

for your assistance in the “Ministry of Music”  and  to be part of   

your parish choir or choir leader as cantors at all the weekend 

masses. All questions  and interest can be addressed to the choir 

members at the mass you attend.  We welcome you to participate! 

Ministry Participants: January * February * March * April * 

May of 2018  schedule has been completed. Please stop to pick 

your copy up at the back table in the gathering room of church. 

Your time and talent in helping with these ministries is greatly 

appreciated.                                 

Fr. Martin will be live ( unless something like a funeral makes it 

impossible) on Relevant Radio * Inner-Life Program * 11 a.m. 

until Noon * December 21, 2017 and  January 25, 2018. 

Connect with your Parish like never before! 

Get parish and diocesan messages, daily readings, Catholic news 

and more by downloading the free myParish app today!                 

Text “app” to “88202” to download the myParish App on your 

mobile device. You can also find it on iTunes or Google Play 

stores by searching for myParishApp. 

Advent  2017 “Sacrament of Reconciliation”                                                              
@ 5:30 p.m. at these parishes: 

Thursday-December 21, 2017 @ St John’s in Mfld.  

Ministry Participants are needed for the Christmas celebrations 

here @ Christ the King Parish. Christmas eve. * Dec. 24, 2017 

children’s mass @ 4 pm and Christmas Eve.* Dec 24 Mass @ 

10 pm and on Christmas Day * Dec 25 mass @ 10 am. Sign-up 

sheets have been placed on table in gathering room of church. If 

you will be attending any of these Christmas masses your help is 

greatly appreciated. God’s blessings.  

Christmas Mass times @ St John’s in Mfld. are:                               

Dec 24 * Christmas Eve. @ 4 pm / 6 pm / 8 pm 

Dec. 25 * Christmas Day @ 7 am / 9 am / 11 am  

Church decorating for Christmas will take place on Sunday-

December 17th, 2017 after the 10 a.m. mass. There is a saying 

“many hands help complete the task, to be completed in a timely 

manner”.  In previous years, we were done by noon , with the          

fantastic volunteers, who gave their time and talent to make the 

church look great for our Christmas masses. It would be nice to 

have more youth help in the way of carrying items where needed.    

Thank you (-: 

Bring the Joy of Christ to others by helping St. Vincent de Paul 

raise funds through the Red Kettle campaign.  During your shift, 

you can help bring a smile to hundreds of people – that is a           

wonderful gift!  If each household took just one, 2-hour shift, all 

the shifts would be covered!  If interested, please call Barb at              

715-451-0950. 

Christmas Eve Children’s Mass @ 4 pm *  Practice takes place                                         

Mondays after school from 3:30 pm until 4:45 pm * Last practice 

will be December  18.  

Christmas cards will be mailed to Fr . Aaron Becker , Sister          

Karol Marie and Faith Becker If you wish to have your card         

included, in our mailing, please place it in the basket in the          

gathering room of church by December 17th (no later). If you have 

any questions please contact Deb Mlsna  

The Family Life Committee members of Christ the King have           

discussed  and agreed to take on a “new” informational endeavor,  

called: “Meet Your Parish Family.”  Every one to two months, one 

of our  parish families will be contacted by a Family Life         

Committee  member asking them, first for their permission, than 

facts about their family and requesting a time when a Family Life 

member can take a family picture or the family can provide them 

with a picture.  

Starting this weekend, please take time, after mass,  to look at the  

“Meet Your Parish Family” easel that has been placed in the          

gathering room of the church. We hope that this will become a way 

for every family of our parish to get to know the names and faces of 

those who are registered members.  

Religious give thanks. A religious sister  wr ites, “when we see 

the generous response of so many thousands of  persons in order to 

help us, religious men and women, we are left speechless.” Senior 

sisters, brothers, and religious order priests across the country send 

heartfelt thanks and prayers for those you have made a donation  to 

last’s week’s Retirement for Religious collection.  

FATHER-DAUGHTER DATE NIGHT Save the date!           

There will be a Marshfield Deanery "Father-Daughter Dinner and 

Dance" on Sat. February 3rd 5-7:30pm for fathers                         

(or father-figures) and their daughters. This event will take place in 

Dillenburg Hall at Our Lady of Peace.                                                      

Registration details coming soon. 

“New Families here @ Christ the King there is a “Ornament          

Tradition”, which has been a success in previous years. You are 

asked to provide  an ornament (purchased or hand-made) (* only if 

you choose to do so) for the large gathering room Christmas tree 

which is placed in front of the stained glass window We ask that 

you keep in mind when choosing an ornament to keep the theme: 

“Religious and Respectable”. This is a wonderful project that  

involves families in preparing for the birth of baby Jesus. You 

may personally place ornament on the Christmas tree yourself. 

Your ornament will be stored away after Christmas, when the tree 

is taken down in January, and it will be placed back on the tree in 

the upcoming years. If you wish to have your ornament back, we 

ask that you personally remove it and take back home in January 

of 2018. Thank you for participating and God’s blessings.  

Christ the King  parish office will be “closed” in celebration of 

Christmas * Monday * December 25th  and  * Tuesday *    

December 26th and for the New Year Holiday * Monday*  

January 1, 2018 . 

Community Outreach Meal for Everyone   on Tuesday-

December 26, 2017 with serving from 5-6 p.m. at St John’s         

Lutheran Church  B3750 Hwy 13 North in Spencer. 

Help Refugees this Christmas  This Christmas, consider donating 

to help the millions of persons and families who have been        

displaced by the violence in Syria and Iraq. Here are three            

excellent Catholic organizations you can choose from. 

Catholic Relief Services – www.crs.org  

Knights of Columbus – www.kofc.org                                                 

(click on “Give Through Us”) 

Aid to the Church in Need – www.churchinneed.org  

http://www.crs.org
http://www.kofc.org
http://www.churchinneed.org


Youth Ministry News 

*** Pray daily for vocations to the priesthood, religious life, and sacramental marriage *** 

Religious Education 

 

March For Life Pilgrimage 2018 

The March for Life pilgrimage will be Jan 17-21, 2018.  All people 13 years of age 

and older are invited to be a witness to the dignity of life for the unborn, elderly, 

and those who society regards as useless.  We’ll travel with a Diocesan group via 

motorcoach.  This is for YOUTH & ADULTS.  Cost is ~$355 for teens, $315 for                 

chaperones.   Pilgrims will also get a hooded sweatshirt.  Fundraising options and 

need-based scholarships are available. (*$25 less if you have a hood from previous 

March)   For more information, please contact  Mr. Dan Kitzhaber. 

 

Pilgrims for Life Fundraiser – Need Wide-mouth Quart Jars & Cloth 

The youth preparing to participate in the March for Life will again be making and selling delicious Jar Mixes.  

We need more Quart size canning  jars as well as Christmas colored cloth scraps for covering jars.                     

If you have some to donate, please contact Mr. Dan Kitzhaber. 

 

SHS High School Luncheon Bible Study:  Every Tuesday meet in room 310 during your lunch period.  Bring a 

hunger to grow in your faith 7 a bag lunch (or school lunch).    We read, discuss & share God’s Word and the 

food.   This year, we are reading 1Corinthians.  This is a GREAT opportunity!  Bring your friends!! 

 

Teen & Young Adult Retreat Team 

Looking for teens and young adults to help lead youth retreats.  Living Stones is the name of the group and it 

rocks!  Meet lots of great people, grow in your faith, and have tons of fun.  If interested, contact Mr. Dan 

Kitzhaber  

Youth Minister:  

Mr. Dan Kitzhaber 

 

St. John the Baptist: 

715-384-3252 ext. #6 

Email:  

yministry@frontier.com 

D.R.E:  

Mrs. Deb Mlsna 

ReligiousEd@frontier.com 

 

December 20:  Reconciliation for the CCD students.  Both nights are scheduled for 

reconciliation during Advent with two priests each night.  Parents and parishioners are 

more than welcomed to join us, but we ask that the students celebrate the sacrament 

first.  Arriving around 7:15pm would be a good time to plan on if you would like to   

celebrate the sacrament. 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Wednesday, December  20:  Reconciliation (parents/parishioners welcomed after the students) 

     Sunday, December 24:  No Sunday school, Christmas break 

Wednesday, December 27:  No classes, Christmas break 

     Sunday, December 31:  No Sunday school, Christmas break 

Wednesday, January 3:  No classes for students, Christmas break;   **Catechist In-Service at St. John’s ** 



ANNOUCEMENTS  

To place a prayer request on the  Christ the King Prayer Chain, please call these prayer leaders:                                                                                                 

Marcia Draeger  (715-659-5182),  Kay Derks (715-659-4046), Joan Meyer (715-384-2774)                                                     

Each of these has a list of people to call and inform them about your prayer requests, do not call parish office.                                                            

You may also place your requests  on the St. John the Baptist  Catholic Church  Prayer  Chain by calling                              

Shirley @ 715–384-3613 and Donna 715-384-2479 (there are 2 lists) and they will take your request. 

Christ the King Staff:  Fr . Samuel Mar tin : Pastor  * Fr . Daniel Sedlacek : Associate Pastor   * Deacon Jeff Austin : Per manent Deacon  

* Judy A. Drechsler : Parish Secretary * Bonnie Jakel : Sacristan  *  Gary Niziolek : Part-time Maintenance *  Jim Kilty : Snow Removal  

Parish office Hours Are: Monday * Tuesday * Wednesday - 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Thursday - 9 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. *  Friday - Office is CLOSED  

The Diocese of La Crosse is committed to creating a safe environment within the Church for children and youth.                 

We continue to have a special care for and a commitment to reaching out to victims of sexual abuse and their  

families. 

High School Seniors of Christ the King Parish:  Is your  faith impor tant to you? Do you plan to continue practicing it in your  career  and as 

you attend college, technical or another institute of learning.   If so, two scholarships sponsored by the parish P.C.C.W. and Holy Name Society are 

available. If you are interested, please see your guidance counselor at the high school or stop by the parish rectory office for an application  during 

weekday office hours. Other students, who have already graduated from high school, who are members of the parish may also apply, but first          

priority will go to the high school seniors, of our parish. Return your completed  application to the parish office by                                             

deadline of Monday*April 2, 2018 @ noon.  

Attention Engaged Couples:  Registration is now open for  the Married Love: Two Becoming One classes in Marshfield starting this fall.       

The dates for 2018 are: February 17, and April 7.  Couples should first contact their priest and then plan to attend a class at least six months before 

their wedding.  Be sure to register early because classes fill quickly.  For questions or to register, contact Alanna Hart at hart_alanna@yahoo.com 

or 715-650-7310. 

*** Out of Town Mass times *** When you and your  family are  traveling, do not stress out about missing Mass. It is easy to locate a   

Parish near where you are staying by visiting this website: www.masstimes.org to find mass time for out-of-town churches, with a number of   

options (zip code, city, etc.)  

History book is to arrive shortly and will be available after all masses the weekend of December 16th & 17th   

 * Diocese of La Crosse * Building Upon A Tradition of Faith The Diocese of La Crosse will be celebrating its 150th  anniversary as a Diocese.        

To commemorate this special event a  full color 400 plus page hardcover book depicting all the parishes in our diocese will be available for pur-

chase at the price of $33.00  if you wish to purchase a book please have the exact monies (if you are paying cash, there will be no way of giving 

change) or you may write out a check or money order to: Christ the King Catholic Church and in memo write : 2018 History book * You may also 

reserve your copy by calling  Judy @ the parish office 715-659-4480 Ext. 0 and than pick up during regular office hours, that are listed in the 

bulletin. 

BELOVED * Finding Happiness in Your Marriage * The Marshfield Catholic Deanery presents  a ser ies on marr iage:                                      

Experience the Deeper Meaning Behind Time and Dates * 3 pm. until 4:15 pm. * December 17  * February 11, 2018  * March 18, 2018  * April 

15, 2018 Location: St John’s Catholic School / Columbia Room / Mfld.    Cost: FREE Childcare: Please R.S.VP. By Wednesday pr ior  for  

onsite daycare. Assistance available for babysitting in your home. For more info. and to R.SVP contact Dan Kitzhaber @ 715-384-3252 Ext. 6 or 

yministry@frontier.com  

*** Important Tax Information ***  Diocesan Ann Appeal Contributions  - Payments must be received at the diocesan office by 

Friday, December 15, 2017, in order  to be repor ted on your   Annual Appeal 2017 Tax Statement from them. To allow          

sufficient time for your donation to be processed and mailed by Monday-December 11, 2017 to:  Diocese of La Crosse PO Box 4004 

La Crosse, WI 54602-4004   Tax statements will be mailed by the Diocese to those contributing to the Annual Appeal.                  

These contributions are NOT reported on your Christ the King yearly statement .  

Tax Information Clarification  *** All 2017 contributions to Christ the King Parish must be received by Thursday-

December 28, 2017 @ noon, in order to be deposited and included on your  yearly 2017 contribution statement.                            

Contribution envelopes received after December 28th will be placed in your 2018 record for giving to the parish.  

mailto:hart_alanna@yahoo.com


Diocese of La Crosse Guidelines 

For Reporting Instances of Child 

Abuse.  

 

The Diocese of La Crosse is committed to creating a safe environment within the Church for 

children and youth. We continue to have a special care for and a commitment to reaching out to 

the victims of sexual abuse and their families.  * To report allegations of sexual abuse by a 

member of the clergy, lay employees or volunteers of the Diocese of La Crosse please fill out the 

report form found at: www.diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting  * Alternatively, you can also 

contact these people:  Msgr. David Kunz, Vicar for Clergy @ 608-791-2679 or                                          

Mrs. Karen Becker ,Victim Assistance Ministry  @ 608-519-8002                                                 

Victims of sexual abuse, in addition to contacting civil authorities, are asked to come forward in 

order to receive pastoral assistance Such assistance can be received from: Deacon David Allen, 

Victim Assistance Coordinator @ 608-792-9684 

Third Sunday of Advent  


