
Mass Schedule / Scripture Readings / Intentions/ Minist ry  Par ticipants   

First Sunday of Advent 

December 3, 2017 

Website: ctkspencer.net 
Church address: 208 S. LaSalle St. 

Monday - December 4, 2017 *  Communion Service @ 8:30 am * Is 2: 1-5 * Mt 8: 5-1                                                                    

Tuesday -  December 5, 2017  * Mass @ 8:30 am * Is 11: 1-10 * Lk 10: 21-24  * Mass Intention: + Richard Rueth                                                                                

Wednesday - December 6, 2017 *  Communion Service @ 8:30 am * Is 25: 6-10 * Mt 15: 29-37                                                 

Thursday - December 7, 2017 * Vigil Mass @ 7 pm * Is 26: 1-6 * Mt 7: 21, 24-27 * Mass Intention:  + Shawn O’Brien   

*** Holy Day of Obligation: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  ***  Ministry Participants Needed  ***             

Friday - December 8, 2017 * Mass @ 8:30 am * Gn 3:9-15,20 * Eph 1:3-6 * Lk 1:26-38  * Mass Intention: + Elena Reyes                                                  

******************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday - December 9, 2017  * 4 p.m. Mass     Readings: Is 30: 19-21, 23-26 * Mt 9: 35—10:1, 5-8 

Mass Intention: + Tim and Dale Hutter   * “Jars for Life” Mixes to be sold after mass  

Lector: Ear l Gamble 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  Joan Meyer  * Volunteer Needed * Volunteer Needed 

Servers: Needed and Alexander  Wolf Crucifix Bearer: Needed 

Ministers of Welcome: Louis and Mar lene Cherney  

************************************************************************************************************* 

Sunday – December 10, 2017 * 8 a.m. Mass     * Second Sunday of Advent  

Readings: Is 40: 1-5, 9-11 * 2 Pt  3:8-14 * Mk 1: 1-8  * “Jars for Life” Mixes to be sold after mass 

Mass Intention: + Sylvia Pickett        

Lector: Cindy Clark 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Kent Johnson * Kr is Franklin * Volunteer Needed 

Servers: Conner and Caitlyn Clark  Crucifix Bearer: Needed 

Minister of Welcome: Kur t Feind and Jack Franklin 

*************************************************************************************************************          

Sunday - December 10, 2017 * 10 a.m. Mass    * Second Sunday of Advent  

Readings: Is 40: 1-5, 9-11 * 2 Pt  3:8-14 * Mk 1: 1-8  * “Jars for Life” Mixes to be sold after mass 

Mass Intention: Christ the King and St. John Parish Families                   

Lector: Mary Buss 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  Barb Ward * Sharon Kobs * Volunteer Needed      

Servers:  Alex Baumgar ten * Needed  Crucifix Bearer: Needed 

Ministers of Welcome: Nancy Kautza and Steven Fleischmann 

 

 

  



Baptism.. Expectant parents are to par ticipate in the Baptism 

preparation program offered in February, June and October.  The 

Baptisms are then scheduled for the second and fourth Sundays of the 

month, after the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

Marriage.. Arrangements must be made at least six months in 

advance by contacting the parish pastor.  

Anointing of the Sick..   (which was known as Extreme Unction or 

Last Rites) has taken a different connotation since The Second Vatican 

Council.  The sacrament is celebrated not only for those who are dying, 

but to those preparing for major surgery, the aged, and the sick.  It is 

time for the Church to pray for and with those who are ill and anoint 

them with oil.  The proper celebrant of this sacrament is a priest. Those 

who desire to receive this sacrament are to contact Fr. Martin,  

in advance. 

Penance . .    Saturday afternoon 3:15 p.m. until 3:45 p.m. 

                      or by appointment  

As members of God’s family, Christ the King Parish will always be a 

welcoming community that comforts, shares its Catholic faith, and 

inspires others. 

First Sunday…  Joan Meyer 

Second Sunday…    Barb Ward 

Third Sunday… Sue Mews 

Fourth Sunday… Deacon Jeff and Rita Austin  

Fifth Sunday… Shelly Schultz 

Sue Kappel (substitute) 

Rosie Frank (substitute) 

Jack and  Kris Franklin (substitute) 

Sue Strebe (substitute)  

 Christ the King Parish  

Email address: ck_spencer@frontier.com 

Parish  Office Address: 107 East Wendell St. 

Church Building address: 208 South LaSalle St.  

Praised be Jesus Christ!  Now that Advent has begun it behooves us 
to think about Jesus’ imminent birth and how we can best prepare 
ourselves spiritually.  Maybe you’re reading the Infancy Narrative 
in Saint Luke’s Gospel or you’ve decided to cut out social media so 
as to have more silence for recollection and prayer.  Others are 
going to daily Mass more often and making sure they’ve made a 
good confession.  I wonder if anyone is praying the “Christmas 
Novena” that was in the bulletin last weekend?  The goal is to be 
spiritually prepared so as to enter more deeply into the mystery of 
Christmas and all that it means for us and the whole world.  The 
Magi brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh – you know 
these were gifts that were usually given to honor a king or deity in 
the ancient world.  A closer look reveals some deeper truths that 
can inspire us to take a step forward in our faith.  For example, 
frankincense is “an aromatic resin used in incense and perfumes,” 
and symbolizes the potency of our prayers.  Psalm 141 describes 
this beautifully:  “Let my prayer rise like incense before thee, 
(Psalm 141:2).  The Eastern churches use incense with much great-
er regularity than we do and that makes its presence in our church-
es at Christmas and Easter all the more significant.  Now the mean-
ing of incense is sometimes misunderstood.  I’ll never forget the 
story of the little school girl who came into church and smelled 
incense.  She immediately turned to her friend and said, “Do you 
smell that?  Somebody died!”  Yes, incense is used frequently at 
funerals and fittingly reminds us of the separation of the soul from 
the body at death.  For many people, the smell of incense is jarring 
and sometimes causes serious coughing fits.  Personally, I think the 
vast quantities of incense that I’ve inhaled over the years has both 
maintained my health and improved my voice!  In all seriousness, 
incense is meant to not only give praise to God, but to physically 
alert us to His Presence among us.  The whole point of Christmas is 
the marriage that takes place between Heaven and earth.  “He 
Whom the World could not contain, Love imprisons here” is the 
best inscription I’ve ever seen on a Tabernacle and it reminds us 
that at Christmas “The Word became flesh and dwells among us,” 
(John 1:14).  We now call God “Emmanuel” because He truly is 
“God with us.”  And while God’s Presence is mysterious and some-
what hidden, the use of incense reminds us that “Bidden or unbid-
den, God is present here.”  For example, in the Mass Jesus is pre-
sent in four ways:  1) preeminently in the Eucharist, 2) in the Word 
of God, 3) in the priest, who is in persona Christi capitis, and 4) in 
the people, who are members of the Body of Christ.  The gift of 
incense from the Magi implied their belief that Jesus was destined 
to be a king and this was something that God Himself had revealed 
to them.  What impresses us about the Magi is that they were so 
seized by the truth of Jesus’ birth that they willingly left the com-
fort of their daily lives to set out on an incredibly dangerous jour-
ney.  They teach us that God deserves our best, but that reaching 
Him will cost us something.  One of the first gifts we can give God is 
our presence at His sacrifice on the altar, in other words by attend-
ing Mass.  Yes, it can be an inconvenience and we might have other 
things we’d rather be doing.  Advent means He’s coming and we’re 
invited to meet Him every Sunday in the Mass.  As G.K. Chesterton 
once pointed out, “The Mass is long and boring, unless you really 
love God.”  Maybe this Advent we can begin to love Him as the 
Magi did, even to the point of inconvenience and suffering. 

 
May God bless our efforts to prepare for His Son’s birth with deep 
faith, hope, and love! 

 
Your friend in Christ,               Father Martin 

From the Desk of : Father Samuel Martin 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aroma_compound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perfume


ANNOUNCEMENTS AND AREA EVENTS 

2018 Contribution envelopes have been placed in church for 

you to pick up as soon as possible. They are not mailed out as to 

save  money in postage for the parish 

Eternal Rest + Grant unto: 

Steve Lepori  (November 18, 2017)  

Loretta (Tina) Krug (November  25,  2017)  

* Welcome to Christ the King Parish Family * 

Jordan and Cailee Soyk 

Andrew and Colleen Reis 

Annual PCCW Christmas Party * Monday-Dec. 4, 2017 *              

5:30 pm reception and 6 pm potluck meal.  We extend an           

invitation to all ladies of the parish, as every lady is a member of 

the PCCW to attend * A sign-up sheet has been placed on the 

back table, please sign your name so we can get an estimate as to 

how many will be attending  and if you choose to do so, bring your  

favorite dish to pass, please write it by your name on the sign-up 

sheet. Thank you.                                                                               

Diane Witmer * President and Diane Lang * Vice-President  

also “Basket Raffle” in which tickets will be available ( $1.00 per 

ticket) after the masses, the weekend of December 3 & 4, in the  

dining hall of church, buy as many as you wish! Tickets will also be 

available on Monday night @ PCCW Christmas Party  for those 

wishing to participate with  Basket drawing taking place after meal.            

You do not have to be present to have a chance to win a basket.   

Please note: On Tuesday-December 12, 2017 the morning mass 

will be at 7:30 am * Father  Mar tin will be helping to hear             

student confessions @ Columbus Catholic Schools  for preparation 

of Christmas.  

“Tis almost the season already, and music rehearsals for December 

24th Christmas Evening mass will be starting soon!                        

The scheduled dates for rehearsal are: Sunday -December 3 * 

Sunday-December 10. Practice will begin immediately following 

the 10 a.m. mass, starting approximately  11:15 a.m. As always, 

we extend an invitation for you to join us as a singer or         

instrumentalist.  Please consider joining us !!!     Questions can 

be directed to Theresa Schauer  

Holy Name Society Meeting on Monday-December 4, 2017 in 

the Seton Center @ 6:30 p.m. Discussion will be held on the 

2018 annual Pancake Breakfast and Raffle. All men of the parish 

are members of this organization and your attendance and                 

participation is essential in keeping this organization active now 

and in the future . Please take time to attend and support Todd 

Rueth, President and Tom Springob, treasurer, with your time 

and talent in the planning of  Holy Name activities in 2018.  

Advent  2017 “Sacrament of Reconciliation”                                                              
@ 5:30 p.m. at these parishes: 

Thursday-December 14, 2017 @ Sacred Heart in Mfld. 

Thursday-December 21, 2017 @ St John’s in Mfld.  

The Hannah Center is having “Quarter Auction Fundraiser” 

at the Knights of Columbus Hall  on Sunday-December 3rd, 2017 

* noon - preview of items and auction @ 1 p.m.                                                               

See main bulletin board poster for details ..                                            

Please support the Retirement Fund for Religious Elderly 

Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests need your 

help All of us, in some way or another, have benefitted from their 

many years of service in  Catholic schools, hospitals, and parishes. 

Often they received little to no pay, and now there is a shortage in 

retirement savings. Your gift to the national Retirement Fund for 

Religious provides funding for medication, nursing care, and 

more. The collection for this campaign will be at Mass the    

weekend of December 9-10. Thank you for  your  Suppor t!  

Holy Day of Obligation * The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary * December 7, 2017  with Vigil Mass @ 7 

p.m. and  Friday-December 8, 2017 with  Mass @ 8:30 a.m.  

Ministry participants are needed at these masses. Sign up sheets 

have been placed on table in Gathering Room of church. Your   

participation is greatly appreciated. Thank you.  

St. John’s in Marshfield  mass times: Dec 7th @ 6 pm                                

Dec. 8th @ 6:30 am * 8 am  * 6 pm 

Diocesan audit:  Every three years we are audited by the Diocese 

of La Crosse and this is our lucky year!  In all seriousness, this is 

important business because it promotes transparency with how 

your sacrificial giving is being used.  Sadly, human beings are            

sometimes inordinately attracted to money and serious breaches of 

trust have resulted.  Given that the Church is staffed by people like 

you and me, we do well to have a system in place that protects us 

from temptation.  Even though this is a somewhat onerous process, 

we gladly submit so that the light of Christ dispels the darkness 

that might otherwise overtake us.  I just thought you had a right to 

know.  Father Samuel Martin 

Priestly ring:  Some have noticed that in late September I began 

wearing a wedding ring.  Over the years I noticed some priests 

doing this as an outward sign of their consecration to Mary, the 

Mother of God.  I’m not exactly sure why this year I felt a strong 

tug to make my consecration more public, but I wonder if it’s relat-

ed to the 100th anniversary of Fatima.  My Dad has had a lifelong 

devotion to Our Lady of Fatima and maybe my desire to consecrate 

my heart more fully to Mary is connected to the innumerable pray-

ers Dad said over the years to God through Mary.  On a lighter 

note, one youngster asked, “Father, who are you married 

to?”  After explaining that I am married to God and to the Church, 

I then mentioned that in a way I was married to her.  Her face crin-

kled in pain and she exclaimed, “You’re not married to 

me.  Yuck!”  That was a about 6 weeks ago and I’m still reeling . . . 

. At any rate, the ring symbolizes a desire to be faithful to God as 

Mary always was, and at this point in my life I am beginning to 

rely on her intercession more and more. 

Ministry Participants are needed for the Christmas celebrations 

here @ Christ the King Parish. Christmas eve. * Dec. 24, 2017 

mass @ 4 pm and Christmas Eve.* Dec 24 Mass @ 10 pm and 

on Christmas Day * Dec 25 mass @ 10 am. Sign-up sheets have 

been placed on table in gathering room of church. If you will be 

attending any of these Christmas masses your help is greatly             

appreciated. God’s blessings  

Christmas Mass times @ St John’s in Mfld. are:                               

Dec 24 * Christmas Eve. @ 4 pm / 6 pm / 8 pm 

Dec. 25 * Christmas Day @ 7 am / 9 am / 11 am  

Church decorating for Christmas will take place on Sunday-

December 17th, 2017 after the 10 a.m. mass. There is a saying 

“many hands help complete the task, to be completed in a timely 

manner”.  In previous years, we were done by noon , with the          

fantastic volunteers, who gave their time and talent to make the 

church look great for our Christmas masses. It would be nice to 

have more youth help in the way of carrying items where needed.   

A sign-up sheet has been placed on back table, if you are able to 

give your time and talent in helping us.  Thank you 



Youth Ministry News 

*** Pray daily for vocations to the priesthood, religious life, and sacramental marriage *** 

Religious Education 

 

March For Life Pilgrimage 2018 

The March for Life pilgrimage will be Jan 17-21, 2018.  All people 13 years of age 

and older are invited to be a witness to the dignity of life for the unborn, elderly, 

and those who society regards as useless.  We’ll travel with a Diocesan group via 

motorcoach.  This is for YOUTH       & ADULTS.  Cost is ~$355 for teens, $315 for chap-

erones.   Pilgrims will also get a hooded sweatshirt.  Fundraising options and need-

based scholarships are available.                        (*$25 less if you have a hood from 

previous March)   For more information, please contact  Mr. Dan Kitzhaber. 

 

Pilgrims for Life Fundraiser – Need Quart Jars & Cloth 

The youth preparing to participate in the March for Life will again be making and selling delicious Jar Mixes.  

We need more Quart size canning  jars as well as Christmas colored cloth scraps for covering jars.   If you have 

some to donate, please contact Mr. Dan Kitzhaber. 

 

SHS High School Luncheon Bible Study:  Every Tuesday meet in room 310 during your lunch period.  Bring a 

hunger to grow in your faith 7 a bag lunch (or school lunch).    We read, discuss & share God’s Word and the 

food.   This year, we are reading 1Corinthians.  This is a GREAT opportunity!  Bring your friends!! 

 

Teen & Young Adult Retreat Team 

Looking for teens and young adults to help lead youth retreats.  Living Stones is the name of the group and it 

rocks!  Meet lots of great people, grow in your faith, and have tons of fun.  If interested, contact Mr. Dan 

Kitzhaber  

Youth Minister:  

Mr. Dan Kitzhaber 

 

St. John the Baptist: 

715-384-3252 ext. #6 

Email:  

yministry@frontier.com 

D.R.E:  

Mrs. Deb Mlsna 

ReligiousEd@frontier.com 

 

December 13 & 20:  Reconciliation for the CCD students.  Both nights are scheduled 

for reconciliation during Advent with two priests each night.  Parents and parishioners 

are more than welcomed to join us, but we ask that the students celebrate the         

sacrament first.  Arriving around 7:15pm would be a good time to plan on if you would 

like to celebrate the sacrament. 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Wednesday, December 6:  final prayer testing 

Wednesday, December 13:  Reconciliation (parents/parishioners welcomed after the students) 

Wednesday, December 20:  Reconciliation (parents/parishioners welcomed after the students) 

     Sunday, December 24:  No Sunday school, Christmas break 

Wednesday, December 27:  No classes, Christmas break 

     Sunday, December 31:  No Sunday school, Christmas break 

Wednesday, January 3:  No classes for students, Christmas break;   **Catechist In-Service at St. John’s ** 



ANNOUCEMENTS  

To place a prayer request on the  Christ the King Prayer Chain, please call these prayer leaders:                                                                                                 

Marcia Draeger  (715-659-5182),  Kay Derks (715-659-4046), Joan Meyer (715-384-2774)                                                     

Each of these has a list of people to call and inform them about your prayer requests, do not call parish office.                                                            

You may also place your requests  on the St. John the Baptist  Catholic Church  Prayer  Chain by calling                              

Shirley @ 715–384-3613 and Donna 715-384-2479 (there are 2 lists) and they will take your request. 

Christ the King Staff:  Fr . Samuel Mar tin : Pastor  * Fr . Daniel Sedlacek : Associate Pastor   * Deacon Jeff Austin : Per manent Deacon  

* Judy A. Drechsler : Parish Secretary * Bonnie Jakel : Sacristan  *  Gary Niziolek : Part-time Maintenance *  Jim Kilty : Snow Removal  

Parish office Hours Are: Monday * Tuesday * Wednesday - 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Thursday - 9 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. *  Friday - Office is CLOSED  

Christmas Cards FOR SALE   single or box available …   Sponsored by the P CCW.. Please take time to look over all the wonderful 

selections. The price is marked on each box.  (Located in carport / north entrance of the church )  PCCW Church Cookbook -  Consider            

purchasing the 2011 PCCW Cookbook as a  gift or  for  other  upcoming events, such as bir thdays, weddings,  anniversar ies, graduations, 

etc. The cost: $12.00.  You can pick them up at the parish office during weekday office hours.  

Ministry Participants: The ministry schedule will be worked on for January / February / March / April of 2018   .  Please let par ish office  

know if you will stepping down from your  ministry position so the next ministry schedule can be adjusted  properly.  Deadline is:  Tuesday–           

December 5  @  Noon …  ** There is a  need of participants in the ministries of lector / servers/ crucifix bearers / (ushers for 4pm Mass).  

Please consider using your time and talent to help out at these masses.  There are reference guides, in the sacristy, that help you to prepare for the 

weekend masses.  If you have any  questions about a particular ministry do not  hesitate to ask Father Martin, Father Sedlacek, Deacon Jeff Austin 

or one of the  ministry  participants who are in that particular ministry that you have a interest in. If you would like to be a Minister of Holy            

Communion please talk to Father Martin as there is certain protocol for this ministry.             

The Diocese of La Crosse is committed to creating a safe environment within the Church for children and youth.                 

We continue to have a special care for and a commitment to reaching out to victims of sexual abuse and their  

families. 

Please note that if you or your loved one who is a  member of the parish is admitted to the hospital through the emergency room, more 

than likely you will not be asked which parish you are a member. Consequently, your  name will not be r ecorded in the hospital census, and 

the parish will not know you have been admitted. Moreover if your loved one is in a nursing home or moved from one home to another we may 

lose touch with them. Knowing where they are assures them the opportunity for a visit so that they can receive Jesus in Holy Communion on a 

monthly basis and be anointed when  necessary. Please call the parish office at 715-659-4480 with that information so that we can keep in contact 

with them.  

Christmas Novena:  This is one of my favorites and I’ve been meaning to share it with you for the past 6 years!  Pray this every day and you’ll 

have a more spiritually enriching Advent. 

“Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God was born of the most pure V irgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in              

piercing cold.  In that hour vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires through the merits of Our Savior,  Jesus Christ, and of 

His Blessed Mother.  Amen.”  

(It is piously believed that whoever recites the Saint Andrew  Christmas novena 15 times per day from the Feast of Saint Andrew (November 30th) 

until Christmas will obtain the favor requested).          Your friend in Christ,           Father Martin 

*** 2017 “Giving Tree” !!! The tree has been placed in the Gather ing Room. Each year  the Family Life & Social Justice Committee mem-

bers and the families who receive the gifts are overwhelmed by your generosity.  As a reminder: If you take a tag, please write your name and 

phone number on the sign-out sheet located near the tree.  Also very impor tant , please place the gift tag number  on the top of the gift so 

that it goers to the right person /  family. Please return your gifts, as soon as possible, so we can get begin to sort them. This really helps to get a 

head start with the sorting according to the family / person  receiving them.   The latest return  is Sunday-December 17, 2017, this helps to 

get the gifts to the families in a timely manner. Any questions please call Sue Toufar @ 715-659-7729 

Tuesday, December 5th @ 9:00Am the Spencer  High School Handbell Choir  will perfor m at the Spencer Branch Library.  This choir will 

bring its unique bell sounds to the library for an amazing concert.  Please don’t miss this chance to see these young men and women perform during 

this beautiful Christmas concert.  This program is free and open to the public. 



Diocese of La Crosse Guidelines 

For Reporting Instances of Child 

Abuse.  

 

The Diocese of La Crosse is committed to creating a safe environment within the Church for 

children and youth. We continue to have a special care for and a commitment to reaching out to 

the victims of sexual abuse and their families.  * To report allegations of sexual abuse by a 

member of the clergy, lay employees or volunteers of the Diocese of La Crosse please fill out the 

report form found at: www.diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting  * Alternatively, you can also 

contact these people:  Msgr. David Kunz, Vicar for Clergy @ 608-791-2679 or                                          

Mrs. Karen Becker ,Victim Assistance Ministry  @ 608-519-8002                                                 

Victims of sexual abuse, in addition to contacting civil authorities, are asked to come forward in 

order to receive pastoral assistance Such assistance can be received from: Deacon David Allen, 

Victim Assistance Coordinator @ 608-792-9684 

First Sunday of Advent  


